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OVERVIEW

The purpose of this study was to develop a conceptual master plan that addresses the 
program needs of the Door County Historical Museum as well as determine future 
expansion potential. Meetings held with the Visioning Work Group and museum staff 
identified the program needs and their priority. Meetings were also held with city and 
county officials to verify code and ordinance requirements as well as understand the 
expectations for the future operation of the facility. 

PROGRAM & PRIORITES

The following are the program needs and considerations that were identified by the 
Visioning Work Group in their order of priority: 

1) Archives Space. 
           2) Multipurpose Room. 
           3) Office Space. 
           4) Workshop.
           5) Gift Shop. 
           6) Exhibit Space. 
           7) Exterior to have “Door County Look”. 
           8) Existing building to remain intact. 
           9) Future expansion potential. 

Other considerations included accessible toilet rooms, parking needs, security systems, 
artifact storage, increased technology capability and as many energy efficient features as 
practical.

BUILDING DATA

Existing Building

Main Level – 6844 SF 

Lower Level & Basement – 4356 SF 

New Additions

Main Level – 7744 SF 

Basement – 2900 SF 



Total Facility

Main Level – 14,588 SF 

Lower Level & Basement – 7256 SF 

CONTENTS

The information that was obtained and developed to comprise the contents of this study is 
as follows: 

Building Program 
           The written description of the prioritized space needs. 

Ordinance, Code & Conditions Summary
           The summary of the state and local code requirements for constructing the proposed  
           expansion project on the current museum site. 

Concept Plans & Exterior Perspectives
 The final conceptual floor plan layouts and exterior design images that show the 
 proposed expansion in relation to the existing museum and site. 

Conceptual Budget Summary
 The anticipated construction and related costs for the proposed expansion project. 

CONCLUSION

In the attempt to identify and address all of the issues associated with the proposed 
expansion project, two issues remain. The confirmation of the exact amount and depth of 
bedrock will need to be performed using subsurface geotechnical investigations prior to 
construction. Historical data indicates bedrock is prevalent across the site and very near the 
surface. The other issue is the determination of the method for managing storm water run-
off from the site that will be acceptable to the City of Sturgeon Bay. Methods ranging from 
the installation of rain gardens to underground storage systems were discussed. For the 
purpose of this study, the Visioning Work Group decided that the final resolution for both 
of these issues would be determined at the time the project would proceed into construction. 
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BUILDING PROGRAM

PRIORITY SPACE QTY

SQ. FT. PER 

ROOM

SQUARE

FOOTAGE

IMMEDIATE

NEED
LOWER

PRIORITY COMMENTS/NOTES

1 Archives Space 1,200 1,200 x Humidity control system not essential. Provide adequate air 

conditioning system that can maintain steady 65 degree 

temperature. System should be designed with ability to add humidity 

control and be expanded.

2 Multipurpose Room 1 1,000 1,000 x Accommodate 50 to 60 people standing or seated in chairs. 

Consider folding walls. Used for fund raisers, meetings, presentations, 

etc. Locate adjacent to entry. Raised platform not necessary. Room 

to have provisions for projection screen and sound system. If any 

displays, locate around perimeter of room.

2 Small Kitchen 1 100 100 x Provide cupboards with single compartment sink and counter large 

enough to accommodate coffee pots, crock pots, microwave, etc. Also 

provide space for smaller full size refrigerator. 

3 Office 1 120 120 x Large enough for one work station. Locate adjacent to control desk. 

Provide shelves for reference books.

4 Workshop 1 500 500 x Serves as a holding area and storage for cleaning/maintenance 

supplies and equipment. Provide utility sink and space for a 

workbench and work table.

5 Gift Shop 1 300 300 x Provide shelving near control desk for sale of Door County items 

instead of separate room. Building design should include space for 

constructing a separate room in the future. Space could be used for 

exhibits in the meantime.

6 Exhibit Space 1 700 700 x Additional exhibit space would be nice but not a high priority.
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BUILDING PROGRAM

PRIORITY SPACE QTY

SQ. FT. PER 

ROOM

SQUARE

FOOTAGE

IMMEDIATE

NEED
LOWER

PRIORITY COMMENTS/NOTES

7 Men's Toilet Room 1 125 125 x Provide ADA accessible toilet room.

7 Women's Toilet Room 1 200 200 x Provide ADA accessible toilet room.

Mechanical Space 1 200 200 x

IT Closet 1 60 60 x Provide dedicated space for fiber optic and other technology 

equipment serving the facility.

Artifact Storage 1 500 500 x Current artifact storage in basement adequate for the time being.

Archives Research Room 1 900 900 x

Entry 1 250 250 x

TOTAL NET SQUARE FOOTAGE
6,155
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BUILDING PROGRAM

PRIORITY SPACE QTY

SQ. FT. PER 

ROOM

SQUARE

FOOTAGE

IMMEDIATE

NEED
LOWER

PRIORITY COMMENTS/NOTES

BUILDING MULTIPLIER 25%
1,540

TOTAL BUILDING SQUARE 

FOOTAGE
7,695

GENERAL COMMENTS
1. Address concern for providing supervision of all display areas from control desk.
2. Consider relocating or revamping the Theater. Check if there are any ADA issues because people in wheelchairs have difficulty turning the corner into the Theater.
3. Entry needs to be impressive, whether existing main entry is maintained or a new main entrance is provided.
4. Need to provide one entry for ease of controlling access and security.
5. Consider making the existing south entrance the new main entry because it is at grade level and would be on an accessible route from potential parking area.
6. Due to grade change, investigate feasibility of entering on the east at the upper display level.
7. HVAC system is digitally controlled. Investigate if existing four furnace system can be combined into a one furnace system.
8. Facility is served by fiber optic. Recommend providing a separate 8'x8' closet centrally located in remodeled facility.

9. Archival storage is the emphasis for the project. Need to plan for the future and focus on digitizing information.

10. Consider digital video camera system for surveillance and security.
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ORDINANCE, CODE & CONDITIONS SUMMARY 
April 5, 2011 

Door County Historical Museum 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 

CITY ZONING ORDINANCES

Zoning: C-2 Central Business District 

• Museums are a permitted use. 

Minimum Lot Area: 6000 SF 
Minimum Lot Width: 70’ 

Existing Site: 150’ x 192.71’ = 28,906.5 SF (0.66 acres) 

Setbacks:

• Street Yard – 15’ 

• Side Yard – 5’ 

• Rear Yard – 25’ 

Buildable Area: 19,852.3 SF 

Height Regulations: 

• Maximum Building Height – 45’ 

Parking – Off-street parking requirements are waived in the area of the central business
district that the museum is located. 

Landscaping Requirements 

Landscaping plan to be submitted as part of the approval process. 

Landscaping to be used to break up parking areas, soften appearance of large 
walls, improve streetscape, provide pedestrian amenities, provide buffer for 
adjoining residential uses, and lessen amount of impervious surfaces. 

Provide screen walls matching building exterior or opaque landscaping at 
mechanical equipment, refuse containers and outdoor storage areas. 

Provide street trees along adjoining public rights-of-way at a rate of one tree per 
50 feet. 

Provide landscaped areas at least ten feet wide along 30 percent of building’s 
total perimeter. 

Waterfront Redevelopment District 

Design review required for projects located in Waterfront District. 

Original museum parcel is located within district, but two recently acquired parcels 
are not. 
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Alterations to the original museum are required to be submitted for approval, but 
development on the recently acquired parcels is not. 

Submitting expansion plans to the design board for review and approval is 
recommended.

Site Plan Review 

Final site plans are required to be submitted to the City of Sturgeon Bay for review. 

Staff review only. 

Scheduling a preliminary review prior to final submittal is available. 

Stormwater Management Measures 

Sediment control. 

Slow down flow of stormwater leaving site. 

Achieve 40% reduction of suspended solids. 

Consider installation of rain gardens for infiltration of stormwater. 

Investigate installation of rain barrels and/or underground storage systems. 

Rain gardens/rain barrels could be promoted as both an educational and creative 
approach to stormwater management. 

Will be given credit for previous impervious surfaces from former house on site. 

Will need to provide more detention if piping stormwater – existing storm sewer 
system is overloaded. 

STATE CODE REQUIREMENTS

Occupancy Classification: Assembly A-3 

Construction Type: Type 5B – Wood Frame

Non-Sprinklered Building (initial allowable area + frontage increase) 

Maximum Height: 40’ 

Maximum Number of Stories: 1 

Allowable Area: 7140 SF per story 

Sprinklered Building (initial allowable area + frontage increase + sprinkler increase) 

Maximum Height: 60’ 

Maximum Number of Stories: 2 

Allowable Area: 25,140 SF per story 

Sprinklering Required If: 

Exceed 12,000 SF 

Occupant Load is 300 or more persons 

Fire area located on floor level other than level of exit discharge 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

Overall the building appears to be very well maintained and in good condition. The 
following items, however, were observed and should be repaired to prevent further 
deterioration:

Tuckpoint stone piers each side of main entry stair. 

Replace cracked glass block. 

Paint facia, soffit and louvers where paint is chipped and weathered. 

Replace southeast door that is delaminating. 








